ANIMISM AMONGST
THE KASUA






Demographics

The Kasua live in 7 villages:
4 in the Southern Highlands and
3 In the Western Province.

This language group makes up
about 600 people.
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The village we live In Is
called Musula and 1t is in the
Western Province.












A cassowary Is a very large flight-
less bird, much like an ostrich,
but It doesn’t bury its head in the
ground. It Is native to Papua New
Guinea and Australia.



Hunters & Gatherers
Gardeners

They make sago and
gather greens.









Social Structure

community

In the West people say “I think,
therefore, | exist”, but iIn PNG they
say, “l am” because “they are.”



Ontology

(the study of the nature of being or
the kinds of things that have
existence)






Questions they are not asking:

origin
purpose
destiny



Questions they are asking:

how to ensure a good hunt
where to plant my garden
who worked sorcery on my child?



If our goal Is to reach them for
Christ,
we’ll need to look at their
guestions.







Epistemology

(what is truth and how can it be
known?

story: pula wala



Epistemology

sorting systems:
super-naturalistic
event-oriented



Epistemology

organic metaphors
mechanical metaphors



Axiology

(where do good and evil come
from?)



“Morality Is defined In terms of right
relationships” (Hiebert).

original sin = missing



Contextualization Issue:
the intermediate state

body (toma)
spirit (ho)



Cultural Exegesis:

The ancestral spirits are
amongst us.

It’'s okay to communicate with
them (necromancy).



What do the ancestral spirits
provide the Kasua people?

knowledge
power



Contextualization passage:

Saul & the medium at Endor
| Samuel 28



“When the woman saw Samuel,
she screamed” (vs. 12)



What made her scream?



elohim

(vs. 13)



Who brought Samuel’s spirit
up from the dead?

Was it the witch

or
God?



Why did God kill Saul?



“S0, why are you trying to find out
the future by consulting mediums
and psychics? Do not listen to
their whisperings and mutterings.
Can the living find out the future
from the dead? Why not ask your

God?”
(Isaiah 8:19)



Critical Evaluation

Their animistic belief: ancestor spirits
are amongst us and help us with life
and it's okay to communicate with
them.

God’s Word: no, the ancestor spirits
are not amongst us; they are
consciously in Heaven or consciously
awaiting final judgment in Hades and it
IS detestable to communicate with
demonic spirits. Christ is sufficient for
all of your needs.




Dealing with the old
&
Introducing the new



The Kasua’'s behavior form of
communicating with their dead
ancestors needs to be completely
rejected and eradicated from the
community.



They need to turn away from all
spirits to just One.

They need to stop
communicating with spirits who
are evil to just One—who is holy.




secretly hidden artifacts

dealing with the old: pray
Introducing the new: throw away



Apologetics



Focus on the Person of Jesus
Christ

metaphor of Jesus as our Good
Shepherd who lovingly takes
care of us and meets all of our
needs.



